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Context

European Green Deal:
->  called for decisive action to shift a substantial part of the freight transported by road 
(currently accounting for 75% of inland freight) to inland navigation and rail -> measures to 
increase the capacity of inland waterways from 2021.

Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy: 
-> inland waterway transport and short-sea shipping to increase by 25% by 2030 
and by 50% by 2050

Green Deal



NAIADES III Action Plan 2021-2027

2 core 
objectives

8 policy 
flagships

35 action 
plan 

measures



Good progress so far in policy
implementation of NAIADES III 1/2

• Study to support the greening of inland ports
• Deployment of zero-emission inland vessels and support for innovative and 

alternative fuels infrastructure for ports and vessels - support through CEF and 
Horizon Europe

• Preparation of harmonised standards for Alternative Fuel Infrastructure for ports
and IWT

• Elaboration of an EU energy index methodology for assessing carbon intensity 
levels of inland waterways vessels - through H2020 Platina III project 

NAIADES III

Progress (extract)

GREENING

• Revision of the TEN-T Regulation (proposal adopted, public. expected Q2 2024)
• Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Regulation adopted, preparation of the EU 

standards for Alternative Fuel Infrastructure
• Preparation of the EU standards for Good Navigation Status – next step

INFRASTRUCTURE



Good progress so far in policy
implementation of NAIADES III 2/2

• Evaluation of a set of legislation related to market access in inland navigation
transport - ongoing

• Evaluation of the Directive (EU) 2016/1629 on technical requirements for inland 
vessels and derogations for zero-emission vessels - ongoing

• Revision of the Directive 2005/44/EC on harmonised River Information Services 
(EC proposal launched - discussions in the Council ongoing)

• Review of the regulatory framework for intermodal transport, including the 
Combined Transport Directive

• Implementation Directive 2017/2397 on professional qualifications incl. ECDB
• Propose measures for EU crewing requirements and digital tools - ongoing
• Development of standards for skills for alternative fuels’ operations and for 

environment-friendly and efficient vessel operation (eco navigation)

NAIADES III

Progress (extract)

CREW

OTHER



• CEF II 
• Horizon Europe
• AFIF (Alternative Fuel Infrastructure 

Facility) – next ddl 24 Sep 2024
• The LIFE Programme 
• European Regional Development Fund 

/ Cohesion Fund
• Invest EU (incl. the Sustainable 

Infrastructure Window)
• Recover and Resilience Fund (RRF)

6

Financing…
… through a variety of EU 
funding instruments … on the Danube (CEF 1 & 2)

• 37* projects (of which 3 finished)
• 416 m EUR* co-funding for IWT

*Source: Cinea, end of April 2024



Works for the period 2013 - 2017: 
• Expansion and modernization of the port
• Expansion of the Container Terminal
• Expansion of the marshalling yard connection to the 

high-performance network
• Flood protection (forthcoming)

Port of Linz (AT)



Port of Vienna (AT)

Habour Gate for flood protection at 
port Albern (2019-2023)

Land reclamation and reduction of 
the port basin through 
embankment at port Freudenau
(2012-2015)



Shore power for cruise vessels in Upper 
and Lower Austria (AT)

• Upgrade of 17 existing inland 
waterway mooring locations

• Development and installation of onshore
power supply (OPS) for cruise vessels, 
including relevant infrastructure

(2021-2024)



Modernisation of the fairway marking (HU)

Investment in:
• 3 marking vessels
• 4 inspection vessels
• 339 buoys & landside 

navigation signs

(2015-2020)



Location: Slovakia Period: 2015-2023

CEF Contribution: 122 965 250 €

From feasibility study to implementation of upgrade of the 
lock Gabčíkovo
Necessity of upgrade for the following reasons:
• Limited water transport
• Poor filling and emptying hydraulic system
• Poorly sealed subsoil and expansion joints

Upgrade of Gabcikovo locks (SK)



• 2 field trip study (bathymetry, hydrodynamics, sediment, LIDAR, geotechnical drilling)
• Modeling 1 D and 2D, navigation simulation modeling
• Technical solutions, different scenario;
• Migratory fish habitat assessment;
• Natura 2000 Forum;
• EIA and AA procedure, Romania and Bulgaria;
• Public debates;

Fast Danube (RO-BG) 
Danube common sector, between Romania & Bulgaria



Results:

• Integrated Concept to ensure a Good Navigation 
Status;

• Technical equipment to carry out capital dredging 
works and enhanced safety of navigation;

• Dredge, pontoon, technical assistance vessel,
pipeline, 2 hopper barges

• Buoys AIS AtoNs;

SWIM – SMART Waterway Integrated 
Management (RO)



Trimodal Logistics Terminal in Giurgiu (RO)

2012-2019



Upgrade of Iron Gate I
Location: Austria & Serbia

CEF Contribution: 11 404 000 €

Period: 2015-2023

Upgrade of Iron Gate II  - FAIRway works!: 
Location: Austria & Serbia

CEF Contribution: 17.030.458€

Period: 2022-2024

Iron Gate 1 & 2 (RS + AT)



New features:
• Fresh look and feel with updated landing 

pages and simplified interfaces for user-
friendliness;

• Improved filtering options to navigate 
calls for tenders more efficiently;

• Advanced search capabilities and 
semantic search powered by Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) technology;

EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Video:
The revamped Funding & Tenders Portal:
what's new?

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/youtu.be/aIhCCeu_N7Q__;!!DOxrgLBm!BSoEupG5e0ldajCt4vd20xHgQGdkXDUe0ieNYattW9xo5hJapjxWXLn-as7pEAtsr9lGPBg3Cigf1W_WdZdechSPpyxYfmpPTw$


Thank you
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